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DEATH IN CUSTODY � MR WARD 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen � Minister for Corrective Services) [3.17 pm]: I provide the house with 
some detail regarding the death in custody of Mr Ward at Kalgoorlie on 27 January 2008. Mr Ward was a 46-
year-old Aboriginal man and member of the Warburton Community. At 9.30 pm on 26 January 2008 Mr Ward 
was arrested at Laverton for driving under the influence. Police allege that his blood alcohol reading was 0.222 
per cent. He was also serving a suspended sentence in relation to a previous conviction for driving without a 
motor driver�s licence.  

At 9.35 pm Mr Ward arrived at Laverton Police Station. A lockup medical assessment was undertaken by police 
at 9.42 pm. The prison transport contractor, Global Solutions Ltd, has informed the Department of Corrective 
Services that police telephoned the GSL supervisor at 10.00 pm to advise that they required transport as Mr 
Ward would be remanded in custody. At 10.10 pm bail was refused by a justice of the peace over the telephone. 
At 11.20 am on 27 January 2008 GSL arrived at Laverton Police Station. Mr Ward was transferred into the 
custody of GSL at 11.30 am, and the transport vehicle departed at 11.40 am. At 12.15 pm the GSL officers 
phoned Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison to advise that they were approximately four hours away from 
Kalgoorlie. At 3.10 pm they made a further call to advise that they were 10 minutes away, and then made 
another at 3.15 pm to advise that they were five minutes from arrival. 

I am advised that on hanging up the telephone, the officers heard a thud from the back of the vehicle and via the 
CCTV camera in the van observed Mr Ward lying on the floor. The van was stopped immediately and the doors 
opened. A faint pulse was detected on Mr Ward�s ankle. At 3.18 pm the vehicle arrived at Kalgoorlie Regional 
Hospital. I am advised that at 4.35 pm Mr Ward was pronounced brain dead and that at 4.50 pm he was 
pronounced dead.  

There last been some speculation about the air conditioning in the van. I am advised that the air conditioner was 
checked by an auto electrical contractor on 7 January 2008 after a fault was reported. The invoice details indicate 
that the system was checked, including the temperature in the cab and in the rear compartment, with the system 
being run for 10 minutes, and that no faults were detected.  

The death of Mr Ward has been subject to a police investigation and will be subject to a coronial inquest. I have 
written to the Attorney General and asked that he canvass with the State Coroner whether the hearing of the 
matter could be expedited given the intense public interest, and whether autopsy information could be released to 
the family before the inquest. Accordingly, the Attorney General has written to the coroner. The coroner has 
advised in his reply that the cause of death has not yet been determined. When more is known, information will 
be provided to Mr Ward�s wife, and the Clerk of Courts at Kalgoorlie will convene a meeting of the Warburton 
community to discuss the cause of death and the inquest hearing process. The coroner advises, however, that 
there may be some delay with the forensic pathologist in determining a cause of death, and with the police in 
finalising their investigation.  

Both personally and on behalf of the government, I wish to express my deepest sympathy to the wife and family 
of Mr Ward, and to the Warburton community, of which he was an important and respected member.  
 


